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I support the petition the Environmental Health Network (ElIN) submitted in May
1999 to have Calvin Klein’s “Eternity eau de parfum” declared misbranded.

Since becoming chemically injured in a sick house incident four years ago, none
of the members of my immediate farrdy have been able to tolerate “normal” levels
of many (but not all) fragrance products. Symptoms are immediate (a breath and
a heartbeat), centraJ nervous system mediated, and multi-system. Our bodies are
no longer able to keep one or more common fragrance chemicals from noticeably
and immediately interfering with our nervous systems, as they could before the
chemicaJ injury occurred.

The presence of a single fragrance individual frequently makes an entire room
inaccessible to us because remaining in that room results in disorientation,
dizziness, asthm~ ear pain, tinnitus, tachycardi% and sometimes sudden urge to
urinate or sudden onset diarrhea. This is not true of all fi-agrances, only some, but
we cannot predict which fragrances will affect us because ingredients are not
labelled; what’s worse is that many people think this must be all in our heads
because they are unaware that perfumes can contain toxic chemicals.

It was particularly troubling last year that my son had to be brought home from
school more than 10 times because volunteer parents, substitute teachem, and
even fellow students came into his classroom wearing perfiunes to which he is
chemically sensitive. This was not panic or skittery parents – he really tried, and
we didn’t take him out until he was unable to function. And he had a teacher who
gets migraine headaches from the same perfumes.

This is just as wrong as putting railroad ties in front of school classrooms so that
people in wheelchair cannot enter, or spraying sugar in the air so diabetics would
have to leave. Or running strobe lights so epileptics could not be present. But all
three of those are understood and measurable; this chemical sensitivity arena is



still “in the dark ages”, about where epilepsy was when my grandparents were
born. I’m not asking to ban perfume, just that the law be followed and enforced.

As the petition shows, “Eternity” contains toxic ingredients and ingredients
whose safety have not been substantiated. There is no warning label on its
packaging. The law is very clear. “Eternity” should bear a suitable label.

Please help me continue to function at work as a productive member of society.
Please help my son continue his studies, so that in another ten years he can be a
productive member of socie~ as well. And my daughter, a few years later. Our
whole family has had to be re-seated repeatedly in restaurants over the last few
years, leave stores and other establishments, not participate in many forms of
community service and the like, largely because we can no longer function in the
presence of some (but not all) fragrance products. All I ask is that you follow the
law, and enforce the law. As you do that, remember that 1%of the population is
as chemically sensitive as I am and 15%is chemically sensitive enough to interfere
with daily life. Just because most of these people have resigned themselves to
this condition doesn’t mean they won’t care if you cave in to the fragrance
industry lobby by failing to obey and enforce the law.

Thank you.

~~

F Steven Chalrne
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